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The Official Newsletter of the DLRA

From the Chair

Well what a week that was! As most of you will be 
aware, the weather played a major part in Speed 
Week again this year. With a shower that stopped 
proceedings around 3pm on the Monday, followed by 
a much heavier storm that dumped about 20mm on 
the lake. Based on past experiences it was decided to 
wait it out to see if the lake dried up. It did, but not as 
quick as expected due to the lack of any wind on the 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Thursday it was Track 1 only 
and Friday we had both tracks open. So instead of a 
week we ended up with about two and a half days.
	 Track 2 was very wet right from the beginning 
especially for the return road, So it was decided to run 
the rookies down in groups of 10, corral them at about 
the two and a half mile and then return them back 
down the track. This worked well and got a lot of the 
rookies through their first run. (We are now looking at 
alternatives for Track 2 location, but it’s tighter than 
you would think).
	 A feature of this year was the actual lake surface 
and what was lurking just under it. There was a crust 
of 20-40mm and then just mud and water. We were 
very lucky to get done what we did do. And looking 
back we were probably a bit naive to think that the 
lake would completely dry out after having so much 
water on it. The salt was very soft down at the start 
lines, so much so that the start for Track 1 was pulled 
200 metres to the north and spectators stopped from 
going down there. You could actually see the surface 
drop as vehicles drove over it. We did have several 
trucks get bogged either getting on or off the lake 
or unfortunately for the Clare family when they were 
prepping Track 2. We were very lucky to have the 
telehandler there this year and it did a great job.
	 As usual there were a number of entrants who left 
after Wednesday (some even left after the storm on 
Monday). But there was a huge line up in pre-stage 
for Track 1 on the Thursday. Unfortunately many had to 
wait all day to get a run if at all, but given the numbers 
and only one track available, there wasn’t much we 
could do about this. What this situation did highlight 
was how the vehicles coming from impound adversely 
affected wait times in the staging lane. Something 
that we will address for the future and you can look for 

more information on this for 
next year.
	 Of the 208 per-entered 
for the event we actually 
had 160 compete, some of 
those chose not to compete, 
whilst for others they simply 
ran out of time (or dollars) 
to complete their projects and we really feel for these 
guys, it is a big commitment to undertake a land speed 
racing program and we wish them all the very best. For 
them there will always be next year.
	 I’d like to particularly thank our Timers, Bruce and 
Peter, our Starter Harry, Race Director - Animal, Timing 
Slips - Jackie, Event Secretary - Carol, and our Tech 
guys - Bob, Lionel and Graham for their dedication not 
only at Speed Week but during the year. Also to our 
Medical Team led by Dr. Scott Lewis and our Fire Crew 
led by Russell Branson. As always there are many more 
I could thank as well, it takes a lot of people to put on 
an event like this.
	 Lastly I need to impress on you all that first and 
foremost this is a club, your club. What I need to 
reinforce is that the club and the event can only ever 
be as good or bad as you make it. To make this event 
happen, we rely heavily on volunteers, and entrants 
well know they are all required to do at least one 
shift during Speed Week. This year we had more non-
entrants than entrants volunteer which I think is an 
amazing effort and to them I am truly grateful. I’m sure 
they had a great time doing it and feel so much closer 
to the event. However, we, (you and me) need to do 
more as there was times when we were just getting 
through by the skin of our teeth. And I’m sure you are 
all thankful for the extra effort put in by Rod Drabsch, 
Rob Carroll and Stan Suchodolskiy who were rained 
in for three days at the end of the event while they 
were cleaning up all the stuff that didn’t get done. 
During the off-season I want you to have a really good 
think about those extra things that you can do to help 
the club make this a better event for all. Our new 
motto is “Many hands make light work”.

Greg Wapling.
See you on the salt.
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RECORDS
There were 56 records set at Speed Week 2023 of 
these there was 30 Australian records broken and 26 
new Australian records set. Thank you to our Impound 
officials and volunteers.

200 MPH CLUB
We want to recognize all those that have reached 
a significant milestone in Land Speed Racing. To be 
eligible for the 200MPH club the competitor must 
have exceeded 200MPH whilst setting a new record 
for their class. Each new 200MPH club member 
receives a specially embroidered version of the “red 
hat” to signify their achievement. Welcome to your 
200 MPH club!

200 MPH Achievers
This is a list of the first time a driver or rider achieved 
of 200MPH or better at a DLRA event.  In recognition 
of their achievement, they receive a special DLRA 
“blue hat with red visor”. Congratulations to all 
these drivers and riders for achieving this unique and 
difficult milestone.

Speed Week 2023

Day Runs Descriptions

Monday
20th March 2023

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened 8.30am, track closed 3.30pm 
Track 2 opened 8.30am, closed 3.30pmMonday 28 
deg, sunny skies, 15-30kph from the south at start line. 
Storm stopped running at 3.30pm.

147 41 188

Tuesday 
21st March 2023

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track1 and 2 closed due to the amount of water on the 
lake.31.5 deg0 0 0

Wednesday 
22nd March 2023

Track 1 Track 2 Total Tracks are drying up but still not suitable for racing. 
Timing systems were tested and are ready when re-
quired.

0 0 0

Thursday 
23rd March 2023

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened at 8.00pm and closed at 
7.30pmTrack 2 closed all day.
Temp was 32 deg, winds were 12 to 15 kph from the 
south or south east.

117 0 117

Friday 
24th March 2023

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened at 8.00am and closed at 12.45pm 
Track 2 opened at 8.30am and closed at 12.15pm 
Temp was 28 deg and winds 12 to 15 kph from the 
south or south east.

89 35 124

Totals Track 1 Track 2 Total

353 76 429

John Harvey #1381    
B/CBFALT - 207.901

Danny Plecas #1688
C/GS - 210.379

Warren Monson #1806
1650 MPS-G - 209.949

Peter Taylor #1625
AA/GL - 204.406
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TROPHIES
Land Speed Racing is an unusual sport, there is no 
prize money, or up until 2016, no trophies, the only 
reward for an entrant being a timing slip, hopefully 
with the right numbers on it. The DLRA now presents 
a number of trophies as a small memento to 
those lucky entrants in recognition of their efforts. 
The Volunteer of the Year is a perpetual trophy 
honouring Greg Telford and all he did for the club. 
The recipient also receives a unique commemorative 
belt buckle.

Speed Week 2023

Rookie of the Year: 
Carlson Family 
(Damian and Reiley)

Rangers Choice: 
Emily and Kylie Gray

Best Presented Crew: 
Stan Still Racing

Fastest Lady:
Eva Hakansson

Volunteer of the Year:
Rod Drabsch

Race Directors Choice: 
Danny Plecas

Best Presented Car:
Ian Robinson

Fastest Ute/Pickup: Jeff Haley

GRAC Choice: Hi Vis Racing

Tidiest Pit: Schlein/Clifford

Presidents Choice:
Stan Still Racing

Best Presented 
Motorcycle:
Martin 
Powditch

Top Time of the Meet:
Eddie Zeller/John Dent
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Come and help unpack the club truck and wash 
the salt off everything, plus, we will be doing a 
Merchandise Stocktake.
	 There will be a Free Barbecue Lunch Tour of the 
Hadfields Hot Rods Museum. 
	 Remember, many hands make light work. 
	 The unpacking of the club truck event will be 
held on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th April 2023, 
at Hadfields Hot Rod Museum 624 Pyrenees Hwy, 
Chewton.

Ist ANNUAL UNPACK THE CLUB TRUCK EVENT

DLRA Calendar

COMMITTEE MEETINGS:  1st May 2023, 5th June 2023, 3rd July 2023, 7th August 2023

GENERAL MEETINGS:  The next General Meeting will be on the 14th of May 2023 starting at 11:00am. It will be 
held at NSSRC club rooms, 24/196 Settlement Rd, Thomastown VIC.

2024 SPeed Week:  Monday 11th March to Friday 15th March 2024

The next General Meeting will be on the 14th of May 
2023 starting at 11:00am. 
	 It will be held at NSSRC club rooms, 24/196 
Settlement Rd, Thomastown VIC. After that meetings 
are scheduled for the 10th September 2023 and 14th 
January 2024. 
	 As always members and visitors are all welcome. 
There will be a barbecue after the meeting and a 
chance to catch up with fellow members.

General Meetings

The DLRA is saddened 
to hear of the passing 
of Warren Monson at a 
recent test and tune day 
at Heathcote Dragway 
in Victoria. Warren 
competed at Speed 
Week 2023 for the first 
time and managed to 
achieve 209.949 mph and 
a 200MPH achiever cap 
on his Suzuki Hayabusa.
	 As good friend Dave 
Parker recalls, He was so proud to receive his 200mph 
cap, he sent me a photo straight away, funny, never 
sent me any of his FIM World Championship photos, 
that’s how special it was to him. With all we get in 
speedway, sashes, trophies, prize money etc… Just a 
slip of paper that looks like a Woolworths receipt and 
for some a red cap, means so much.

RIP Warren Monson
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DLRA MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

Delivery & Payment               (Don’t forget postage will be added)

Name:

Address:

Suburb: Postcode:

Phone: Email:

I would like to pay by: (YOU CAN SEND ORDERS TO secretary@dlra.org.au)

 Credit Card No: Expiry:        /

 Bank Transfer BSB: 633 000; Account No: 1369 41648. Name: Dry Lakes Racers Australia.  
Please use your name as reference.

 PayPal We will send you a PayPal Invoice. Make sure you have written your email address 
above.

 Cheque Please mail to: P.O. Box 349, Castlemaine, VIC, 3450.

Signature: Date:

Office Use: Received: Paid: Dispatched:

2021 Speed Week 
Tech Inspection Sticker 

$5.00
For the first time ever 

these are being 
offered for sale. 

We have a small amount 
of previous years 

available too.
Get them while they last!

Support your club

DLRA License Plates $25.00 DLRA Members ONLY 
License Plates $30.00 + postage

Special Order Only

DLRA Hat Pin  $10.00 Speed Week Hat Pin $10.00 DLRA Bottle Opener
Key rings $5.00

T-shirt, White $35.00: 
Mens - S to 5XL 

Ladies - 10 to 18
Kids - 10-12-14 

T-shirt, Black $35.00: 
Mens - S to 5XL 

Ladies - 10 to 18 
Kids - 10-12-14

Singlets, Black $25.00: 
Mens - S-XL

Ladies - 12-16

2020 T-shirt, Black or 
white $30.00

Plenty still in stock

2020 Singlet, 
Black or 

white
$20.00

Plenty still in 
stock

See website www.dlra.org.au for complete merchandise order form

2020 Stickers $5.00Stubbie Holders - $10.00 Metal Signs $45.00

DLRA Cloth Patch
$15.00
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Keep in touch with Dry Lakes Racers Australia
http://www.dlra.org.au

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/DryLakesRacersAustralia/

Thanks to our Sponsors

www.mastec.com.au

www.wiringharnessesaustralia.com.au

Thank you to our very generous and supportive Speed Week 2023 Sponsors
Interested in becoming a sponsor for 2023? Contact our Marketing Manager - marketing@dlra.org.au

www.graffitipub.com.au

www.acetyressingleton.com.au

www.stubtech.com.au

www.coffeesnobs.com.au

www.aussiedesertcooler.com.au
www.prancingponybrewery.com.au

www.cruzin.com.au

www.damclassicracing.com.au

www.excelsiortooling.com

www.gccomm.com.au

www.machineryhouse.com.au

www.gmklogistics.com.au

www.toolfix.com.au


